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29. WEST TO GRAY.

Bond-street, June 5, 1740 x.

I lived at the Temple till I was sick of it: I have
just left it, and find myself as much a lawyer as
I was when I was in it. It is certain, at least, I may
study the law here as well as I could there. My
being in chambers did not signify to me a pinch of
snuff. They tell me my father was a lawyer, and, as
you know, eminent in the profession; and such a
circumstance must be of advantage to me. My
uncle2 too makes some figure in Westminster-hall;
and there's another advantage: then my grand-
father's name would get me many friends. Is
it not strange that a young fellow, that might
enter the world with so many advantages, will
not know his own interest? &c. &c. What shall I
say in answer to all this? For money, I neither dote
upon it nor despise it; it is a necessary stuff enough.
For ambition, I do not want that neither; but it is
not to sit upon a bench. In short, is it not a dis-
agreeable thing to force one's inclination, especially
when one's young? not to mention that one ought to

1  A letter of Ashton's partly badinage, partly flattery, and
neither in good taste, (belonging I think to this time approxi-
mately), -was directed to Mr Richard West at Mrs Sherard's in
Prince's Court near Story's gate, Westminster.

2  Sir Thomas Burnet.at injucunda nee usquam
